
Sepia Solutions 
 

Every professional works 
with the best specialised tools. 

17/10/2014 www.SepiaSolutions.net 1 



Expert software tools 

• If your only tool is a hammer, 
every problem looks like a nail. 
 
– Are your company invoices managed in MS Excel? 
– Is your company website developed with MS Word? 
– Isn’t your car designed with CAD software? 
– Does your audit team work with specialised tools? 

Or MS Word, MS Excel and a shared network drive? 
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Expert software tools 
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Analyzer 
by Arbutus Inc 

Pentana 
by Ideagen PLC 

Retain 
by Retain International 

 
 
 
 

Big data analysis &  
Continuous monitoring 

Audit Management 
& eGRC  

Resource planning 
& time recording 

• Import many file formats 
• Analyse big data 
• Manual / Automate analysis 
• 80+ Functions 
• 80+ Commands 
• Export formats 
• Easy sharing of data 

• Risk-based audit planning 
• Configured audit methodology 
• Execute fieldwork 
• Document issues 
• Auto generate audit reports 
• Import management responses 
• Action follow-up 

• Integrated with Pentana 
• Schedule resources on projects 
• Schedule recurring tasks 
• Highlight over-allocation 
• Drag and drop to update plan 
• Record time per resource 
• Compare budget/plan/actual 



Professional services 

• End-to-end implementation services 
+ Installation 
+ Training 
+ Coaching during configurations 
+ Consultancy 
+ Customisation development 
+ Technical support 
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Installation Training Setup Go live Support 



Expert software tools 

17/10/2014 www.SepiaSolutions.net 5 

Analyzer 
by Arbutus Inc 

Pentana 
by Ideagen PLC 

Retain 
by Retain International 

 
 
 
 

Big data analysis &  
Continuous monitoring 

Audit Management 
& eGRC  

Resource planning 
& time recording 

• Import many file formats 
• Analyse big data 
• Manual / Automate analysis 
• 80+ Functions 
• 80+ Commands 
• Export formats 
• Easy sharing of data 

• Risk-based audit planning 
• Configured audit methodology 
• Execute fieldwork 
• Document issues 
• Auto generate audit reports 
• Import management responses 
• Action follow-up 

• Integrated with Pentana 
• Schedule resources on projects 
• Schedule recurring tasks 
• Highlight over-allocation 
• Drag and drop to update plan 
• Record time per resource 
• Compare budget/plan/actual 



Arbutus Audit Analytics 

Designed for audit, risk, and compliance professionals, 
Arbutus Audit Analytics represents the very best in 
audit software and data analysis technology. 

 

Based on 25 years of audit software  
innovation and development,  
Audit Analytics has become the choice of 
leading audit and data analysis professionals.  
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Arbutus Audit Analytics 

+ Fastest performing audit software 
+ Compatible with your current tools,  

minimizing your conversion costs 
+ Familiar interface, minimizing the learning curve 
+ Analytical capabilities that are only available in Arbutus 
+ Frequent software updates 
+ Ideal for continuous controls monitoring, 

CAATs, SOX, or fraud detection 
 

+ Free evaluation of software 
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Arbutus Audit Analytics 



Arbutus Audit Analytics 

• Data Access 
+ Source data always read-only 
+ No data size limit 
+ Access almost any data: 

• Legacy sources 
• Text files 
• Modern data sources 
• Databases 
• Complex files 

+ Automatic data refresh on access 
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Arbutus Audit Analytics 

• Data integrity 
+ Validate data fields 
+ Use expressions 
+ Apply business logic 
+ Filter unacceptable values 
+ Identify duplicate records 
+ Identify missing records 

• Exception reports 
• Data cleansing 

17/10/2014 www.SepiaSolutions.net 10 



Arbutus Audit Analytics 

• Data analysis 
+ Low technical threshold 
+ Pre-defined analytics 
+ No data processing limit 
+ Extreme performance 
+ Combine data sources 
+ Unlimited virtual columns 
+ Logged commands & results 
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Arbutus Audit Analytics 

• Migration & DWH prototyping 
+ Export to other file formats 
+ Interface between applications 
+ Efficient tests in design phase 
+ Reporting 

 

• Exception reports 
+ Analysis results 
+ Flag records 
+ Multi-sheet Excel 
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Arbutus Audit Analytics 

• Automation 
+ Scripting language 
+ 80+ commands 
+ Interactive dialogs 
+ Compatible with ACL  
+ External commands 
+ Notification via email 

• Scheduled jobs 
• Continuous analysis 
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Arbutus Audit Analytics 

• Sharing of resources 
+ Store once, use often 
+ Available in any project 
+ Integrated in Navigator 
 

• Collaboration 
+ Share procedures & tables 
+ Efficient update strategy 
+ No charge, no additional module 
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Arbutus Audit Analytics 

• Interface 
+ Multiple tables open at the same time 

+ View entire file when editing layout 

+ Enhanced view capabilities 

+ Conditional formatting 

+ Auto-executing procedures 

+ Hide tables and other objects 

+ Smart Search 
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Arbutus Audit Analytics 

• Analysis 
+ Fastest results 
+ Fuzzy matching 
+ Re-use printed report import definitions 
+ Date-Time fields, elapsed time calculations 
+ Sophisticated duplicate testing 
+ Compare tables 
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Arbutus Server 

• Central data location 
+ Higher performance, larger capacity 
+ Commands executed on server 
+ Secured access, scheduled back-up 

• Easy sharing 
+ Tables, workspaces, procedures 

• Staging 
+ Off-load production servers 
+ Create or use off-line data copy for analysis 
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Arbutus LegacyLink 

• ODBC integration 
+ Expose Arbutus project as ODBC data source 
+ Seamless integration with: 

• Intranet portal (e.g. PHP) 
• Databases and data tools 
• Dashboards, etc. 

• Management reporting 
+ Automatic (on access) 
+ Update of data in Excel 
+ Sheets and charts 
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Expert software tools 

• If your only tool is a hammer, 
every problem looks like a nail. 
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Or MS Word, MS Excel and a shared network drive? 
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Expert software tools 
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Pentana – Benefits 

• Audit Managers 
+ Audit planning based on "risk exposure" 
+ Dashboard with elements ready for review 
+ Efficient reporting with automated audit report 
+ Quality assurance through review cycle 

 
• Senior Auditors 

+ Standardisation through structured audit work plans 
+ Share valuable process knowledge and audit experience 
+ Document results using text formatting and hyperlinks 
+ Offline working 
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Pentana – Benefits 

• Audit Committee & Chief Audit Executive 
+ Risk-based (yearly) audit plan 
+ Report audit coverage at any level 
+ Analyse acceptance of findings across universe 
+ Identify unresponsive departments and overdue actions 

 
• Organisation & audit methodology 

+ Continue working with your familiar audit methodology 
+ Standardisation with structured audit work plans 
+ 2-dimensional audit universe with entities and processes 
+ 2-way templates for auditee feedback 
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Pentana – Projects 
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Pentana – Audit states 
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Draft Open Completed Approved Closed 

 

Prepare audit 
 

 Audit Details 

 Milestones 

 Staff 

 

Execute audit 
 

 Complete Steps 

 Complete Tests 

 Assess Risks 

 Assess Controls 

 Review work 

 Document 
Findings 

 
Manage documents 

 

 Attachments 

 Audit reports 

 Other reports 

 

Action follow-up 
 

 Actions 

 Action Updates 
  

 

Read-only 
 

 

 

Following data must be entered: 

 Milestone dates 
 
Following components must be Approved: 

 Steps & Work plans 

 Tests, Controls, Risks & Objectives 

 Findings  

 Review points 

All Attachments & Reports must be  
submitted; no files may be reserved. 

All Actions must be Approved (*). 
All Action Updates must be Resolved (*). 
 
(*) Regardless of the Action Resolution. 



Pentana – Interface 
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Pentana – Audit steps 
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Pentana – Templates 
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Pentana – Fieldwork 
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Pentana – QA 
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Pentana – Findings 
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Pentana – Reports 
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Pentana – Dashboards 
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Pentana – Analysis 
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Pentana – Analysis 
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Pentana – Universe 
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Pentana – Universe 

17/10/2014 Sepia Solutions 36 



Pentana – Library 
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Pentana – Library 
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Pentana – Configuration 
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Pentana – Configuration 
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Customer experiences 
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http://www.SepiaSolutions.net/SuccessStories.html 

BDO Risk Advisory Services 
 
“Vision has enabled the three lines of defence in our client 
Risk Management and Control environment to 
work together more effectively. “ 
 
John Hijmans, Partner 



Customer experiences 
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BDO Risk Advisory Services 
 
“Vision has enabled the three lines of defence in our client 
Risk Management and Control environment to 
work together more effectively. “ 
 
John Hijmans, Partner 

F. Van Lanschot Bankiers 
 
“The tool supported the implementation of the audit process we already 
had in place. Because of the flexibility we were able to create an audit 
tool that is in accordance with our audit methodology.“ 
 
Sophie Roozen,  Audit Manager IT 



Customer experiences 
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BDO Risk Advisory Services 
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“The tool supported the implementation of the audit process we already 
had in place. Because of the flexibility we were able to create an audit 
tool that is in accordance with our audit methodology.“ 
 
Sophie Roozen,  Audit Manager IT 

AGC Glass Europe 
 
“Pentana provided AGC Glass Europe with increased audit assurance as 
well as the ability to give our J-SOx Control Officer and external auditors 
read-only access to our files for the review of J-SOx test records.“ 
 
Jeremy Kirby, Senior Internal Audit Manager 
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“Pentana provided AGC Glass Europe with increased audit assurance as 
well as the ability to give our J-SOx Control Officer and external auditors 
read-only access to our files for the review of J-SOx test records.“ 
 
Jeremy Kirby, Senior Internal Audit Manager 

Heineken International 
 
“… the Group Audit division has been able to  
professionalise their operation.” 
 
“… I would recommend Pentana to my peers.” 
 
Caroline Griffiths, Senior Manager 



Expert software tools 

• If your only tool is a hammer, 
every problem looks like a nail. 
 
– Are your company invoices managed in MS Excel? 
– Is your company website developed with MS Word? 
– Isn’t your car designed with CAD software? 
– Does your audit team work with specialised tools? 

Or MS Word, MS Excel and a shared network drive? 
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Expert software tools 

17/10/2014 www.SepiaSolutions.net 47 



Retain – Benefits 

• Retain (wallchart) 
+ Visually similar to old-style colour-coded calendar 
+ Views per month, week, day, … 
+ Resources against jobs or jobs against resources 
+ Report pages 

 
• Retain Time 

+ Complete timesheets 
+ Approve timesheets 
+ Report planned versus actuals 
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Retain – Planning 
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Retain – Planning 
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Retain – Report 
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